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Attachments: 
 
A.  Map of 72 active Real Money. Real World.  counties.  
B.  Participant Survey Summary Report for 2014: results of 16,555 youth surveys data entered January – 

December 2014. 
C. Long-term follow-up assessment summary report from Pickaway County. 
D.  Long-term follow-up assessment summary report from Knox County. 
 
1. The program is implemented across the state (e.g., who, where, how, how many, how long, etc.),  

Who: 
Real Money. Real World.  (RMRW) is a youth financial literacy program that includes a series of five 
classroom lessons and a hands-on spending simulation that gives young people the opportunity to make 
financial choices similar to those they will make as adults.  Youth explore how career choice impacts 
future earnings, lifestyle choices, and budgeting.  Youth increase awareness of money management 
skills.   RMRW is used with youth ages 11 – 20 but is best suited for ages 13-18.   
 
How long: 
Real Money . Real World. has been an established Ohio State University Extension program for nine 
years.  Curriculum revisions include 2013, 2009, 2007, and 2005 copyrights.    
 
Where: 
The 2013 curriculum has been purchased for use by 72 county Extension offices in Ohio plus Adventure 
Central in Montgomery County.  This curriculum had also been purchased by land-grant universities in 
Virginia and North Carolina.  Orders have also come from Mississippi and North Carolina A&T – 
shipment pending re-branding and payment of $350.  Interest had been expressed from Georgia, 
Michigan, California, and Connecticut, but no kits were ordered. 
 
How: 
Extension professionals partner with local schools, businesses and adult volunteers to provide the 
RMRW program in their communities.   

The RMRW Signature Program website (http://realmoneyrealworld.osu.edu/) is regularly updated and 
provides tailored information to a variety of visitors: parents, school representatives, Extension 
professionals.  The website includes a map of the Ohio counties where RMRW is actively taught.  The 
map follows at Attachment A. 
 
How Many: 
Written data for Real Money. Real World. participation in 2014 is limited to recorded results of the 
participant surveys (1. Below) and self-reported work by Extension professionals into Research in View 
(2. Below)  Results of each are useful in establishing the scope of the program state-wide and its impact 
but neither can show a complete picture of the number of participants, volunteers, or hours invested.   
 
 



1. Youth Surveys: 

Participants are to complete a survey following the spending simulation designed to capture knowledge 
gained. Results indicate that 47 RMRW counties entered youth participant survey data into the Lime 
system by the early January 2015 due date.  State-wide results are at Attachment B. 

The combined total number of participate surveys entered into system for 2014 RMRW:  16,555 

This is more than the 2013 survey entry total of 13,246. 
 
2. RiV Reporting Results: 

Total number of participants in this event/project. 
(* see survey data information below) 

19,421* 
 

Total number of events contributing to above number of participants 176 

Number of participants who increased awareness about what it costs to maintain a 
household. 

12,765 

Number of participants who increased feeling of importance about having a plan 
for spending that includes both needs and wants. 

11,873 

Number of participants who increased feeling of importance about waiting to have 
children until financially ready. 

11,575 

Number of participants who increased feeling of importance about getting more 
education or training after high school. 

11,492 

Number of participants who increased awareness about how the type of job they 
have affects how much money they will make. 

12,079 

Number of participants who indicated their likeliness to make changes relative to 
learning how to make wise financial decisions. 

10,975 

Number of participants who indicated their likeliness to make changes relative to 
getting more education or training after high school. 

11,688 

Total number of volunteers  1,597 

 
*However, several factors may influence the quality of the RMRW data reported in 2014 RiV: 

There were 87 Reporters into RiV for RMRW for in 2014 representing 44 counties. 

Extension professionals from eight counties (Ashtabula, Champaign, Fulton, Henry, Lake, Ottawa, 
Tuscarawas, and Wyandot) entered into Riv but did NOT enter any youth survey results. They may have 
assisted neighboring counties with programs outside their own counties. 

There were ten counties (Coshocton, Crawford, Cuyahoga, Fairfield, Geauga, Hocking, Licking, Seneca, 
Shelby, and Van Wert) that entered youth participant survey results but did NOT enter their RMRW 
work into 2014 RiV. 

A total of 1,947 youth participants from these ten counties were not entered into RiV.  In addition, a 
number of counties reported to the State Coordinator that schools did not return the completed surveys 
and their reported numbers in Lime were therefore lower than their true work. 

Eighteen counties own a 2013 kit but did not enter RMRW work into either RiV or Lime Participant 
Survey Results:  Brown, Carroll, Columbiana, Gallia, Greene, Hamilton, Lorain, Mahoning, Marion, 
Meigs, Paulding, Preble, Ross, Scioto, Stark, Summit, Union, and Vinton. 

 



Combining RiV participant number (19,421) with surveyed participants not in RiV (1,947):   
Number of RMRW participants in 2014:  21,368 

It is likely that there are duplicates from reporters from the same county/region so this number is likely 
higher than true participation, but there is no way to determine what counties were active in 2014 if they 
did not report into either RiV or Lime.  It is not possible to determine how many 2014 RMRW youth are 
not counted due to lack of reporting. 
 
2. The program achieves the anticipated short-term, mid-term, and/or long-term changes in 
knowledge, attitudes, skills, practices, or conditions 

Please refer to the report (Attachment B.) generated from 16,555 youth survey data January – December 
2014. Results reflect knowledge gained as well as planned changes for future behavior.   

A long-term change evaluation tool was built into the 2013 curriculum and has been used by two 
counties: Pickaway and Knox.  The summary reports for each of these counties follows the narrative of 
this report at attachment C. and D.  All active RMRW counties are being encouraged to use the long-
term change survey this spring for youth who participated in RMRW in the fall of 2014.  

Kim Showalter is the contact for all RMRW data entry questions and concerns. 
 
3. The program elevates the public’s knowledge of OSUE. 

RMRW is an effective platform for community engagement and expanding public knowledge of OSU 
Extension.  RMRW was invited to present at the poster session at the Outreach and Engagement forum 
on May 1, 2014 and has been invited to present again this May. 

RMRW elevates the public’s knowledge of Extension primarily because of the simulation that requires 
14 booths staffed by adults.  In 2014, a reported 1,597 volunteers served in the RMRW program.  If the 
ten active counties not reporting are added, these numbers will be higher – likely over 1,700. 

Local volunteers come from all walks of life.  Most are business owners and community leaders who do 
not ordinarily volunteer with Extension.   

This mix of professionals is combined with parents who champion RMRW. 
 
4. Proposed program marketing, communication, implementation and evaluation methods and 
strategies are followed. 

The website is regularly updated with photos and articles from RMRW events.  The site includes a map 
of Ohio with all RMRW counties. (Attached) This website is referenced regularly when responding to 
queries about Real Money. Real World. from people both in Ohio and outside Ohio. 

RMRW is also featured in the newly launched Family and Consumer Sciences promotional pieces. 
 
Advisory Team 
There is an 11 member RMRW Advisory team made up of 4-H, CED, and FCS Educators from across 
the state.  The team is invited to participate by promoting RMRW.  Members manned the outreach and 
engagement poster in May.  Members reviewed and contributed to strategies to expand RMRW use, 
including surveying the non-RMRW counties in 2014. 
 
  



State Partnerships 
 
The Treasurer of State: 
Real Money. Real World. continues to be strongly supported by the state treasurer’s office.  Their 
website includes a link under their “Financial Education” drop-down menu. 

A formal written memorandum of understanding was signed in 2014 that details the partnership between 
the State Treasurer’s Office and OSU Extension.  Unfortunately, the staff person who interfaced directly 
with me through meetings and membership in the Ohio Council on Economic Education left the 
treasurer’s employment at the end of February 2015. 

I have met with the TOS regional representative, Marcie Longenecker, and provided her RMRW flyers 
for distribution. 
 
Department of Education: 
I continue to regularly interface with Carolyn George at the Career Connections department at the Ohio 
Department of Education (ODE).  The ODE promoted RMRW via flyers at various teacher in-services 
over the summer of 2013.  I then met with Carolyn George in Columbus in January 2014 regarding 
RMRW. As a result, I presented a one hour session on RMRW at the Career Connection teacher in-
service on July 30, 2014.  In addition, I presented three round table discussions on RMRW at the May 5th 
Career Based Intervention Program conference in Columbus. 
 
Evaluations 
Participants complete a short-term evaluation to capture the immediate impact of RMRW.  This survey 
includes questions that provide a pre and post self-evaluation on increased awareness as well as those 
that ask for likelihood of behavior change in various areas of money management practices.   

The surveys also provide for open ended responses to three questions: 
1. What did you learn through Real Money. Real World. that surprised you the most? 
2. What one thing do you plan to change as a result of Real Money. Real World.? 
3. Other thoughts about Real Money. Real World. 

These have generated abundant anecdotal evidence comments on the positive learning experience of 
RMRW. 
 
The RMRW Website: 
The 2013 Real Money. Real World. Signature program website was launched on August 6th.  This 
website is designed to increase awareness of the program.  Suggestions for improving the website are 
welcome. 

There is a separate page for parents, schools, and Extension professionals in Ohio and in other land grant 
universities.   

The site provides us an opportunity to post events and photos.  All active counties are encouraged to 
email their photos to the State Coordinator. 
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PROGRAM SUMMARY REPORT 
Summary report for: 

Date range: 

 

State of Ohio 

January 1, 2014 - December 31, 2014 

Participant count: 16555 participants 

 Part #1   
 

1. The level and type of a person's education greatly impacts the type of job they will get and 

their earning potential. 
 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED BEFORE 

ATTENDING 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED AFTER 

ATTENDING 
 

Not much 

A little 

A lot 

1650 

7018 

7632 

316 

1573 

14281 
 
 

Participants who indicated a positive change (from before participating in Real Money. Real 

World. to after participating in Real Money. Real World.): 7567  47.4% 
 
 

2. The amount of deductions taken from a paycheck for taxes and other withholdings. 
 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED BEFORE 

ATTENDING 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED AFTER 

ATTENDING 
 

Not much 

A little 

A lot 

5487  325 

8014  3377 

2732  12404 
 
 

Participants who indicated a positive change (from before participating in Real Money. 

Real World. to after participating in Real Money. Real World. ): 11701  73.6% 
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 Part #1   
 

3. That banks and credit unions provide various types of accounts for money management. 
 
 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED BEFORE 

ATTENDING 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED AFTER 

ATTENDING 
 

Not much 

A little 

A lot 

5718  700 

7602  6299 

2811  9041 
 
 

Participants who indicated a positive change (from before participating in Real Money. 

Real World. to after participating in Real Money. Real World. ): 9776  61.7% 
 
 

4. That regular savings really add up. 
 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED BEFORE 

ATTENDING 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED AFTER 

ATTENDING 
 

Not much 

A little 

A lot 

2783  539 

7641  3026 

5692  12482 
 
 

Participants who indicated a positive change (from before participating in Real Money. 

Real World. to after participating in Real Money. Real World. ): 8181  51.8% 
 
 

5. The importance of having a spending and savings plan. 
 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED BEFORE 

ATTENDING 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED AFTER 

ATTENDING 
 

Not much 

A little 

A lot 

3380  394 

7081  2184 

5709  13521 
 

 

Participants who indicated a positive change (from before participating in Real Money. 

Real World. to after participating in Real Money. Real World. ): 9081  57.2% 
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 Part #1   

6. The costs to maintain a household. 
 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED BEFORE 

ATTENDING 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED AFTER 

ATTENDING 
 

Not much 

A little 

A lot 

3888  291 

7239  2281 

5055  13547 
 

 

Participants who indicated a positive change (from before participating in Real Money. 

Real World. to after participating in Real Money. Real World. ): 9750  61.4% 
 
 

7. The costs to care for a child. 
 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED BEFORE 

ATTENDING 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED AFTER 

ATTENDING 
 

Not much 

A little 

A lot 

6073  577 

5752  1967 

4305  13574 
 

 

Participants who indicated a positive change (from before participating in Real Money. 

Real World. to after participating in Real Money. Real World. ): 10492  66.3% 
 

 

 Part #2   
 

8. Learning how to make wise financial decisions. 
 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED BEFORE 

ATTENDING 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED AFTER 

ATTENDING 
 

Not much 

A little 

A lot 

3606  282 

7482  2469 

5089  13337 
 
 

Participants who indicated a positive change (from before participating in Real Money. 

Real World. to after participating in Real Money. Real World. ): 9750  61.4% 
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 Part #2   

 

 

9. Having a spending plan to meet various living expenses and needs. 
 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED BEFORE 

ATTENDING 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED AFTER 

ATTENDING 
 

Not much 

A little 

A lot 

3800  316 

8096  3067 

4255  12660 
 
 

Participants who indicated a positive change (from before participating in Real Money. 

Real World. to after participating in Real Money. Real World. ): 10095  63.8% 
 

 

10. Asking questions before a purchase leads to better choices. 
 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED BEFORE 

ATTENDING 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED AFTER 

ATTENDING 
 

Not much 

A little 

4750  554 

6998  3839 

A lot 4356 11610 
 
 

Participants who indicated a positive change (from before participating in Real Money. 

Real World. to after participating in Real Money. Real World. ): 9491  60.1% 
 

 

11. Waiting until I am financially ready before having children. 
 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED BEFORE 

ATTENDING 

HOW MUCH 

PARTICIPANTS 

REALIZED AFTER 

ATTENDING 
 

Not much 3476  512 

A little 5645 2050 

A lot 7009  13570 
 
 

Participants who indicated a positive change (from before participating in Real Money. 

Real World. to after participating in Real Money. Real World. ): 7741  48.8% 
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 Part #3   

 

 

12. Get more training or education after high school. 
 

 N % 

Not likely 548 3.4% 

Somewhat likely 2354 14.5% 

Very likely 8585 52.9% 

No change needed; I'm 

doing this already. 
 

4740 

 
29.2% 

 
13. Have a plan for my money that includes both needs and wants. 

 

 N % 

Not likely 318 2.0% 

Somewhat likely 2999 18.5% 

Very likely 10259 63.4% 

No change needed; I'm 

doing this already. 
 

2593 
 

16.0% 
 
 

14. Think about how my spending impacts other people. 
 

 N % 

Not likely 1067 6.6% 

Somewhat likely 5520 34.3% 

Very likely 7876 49.0% 

No change needed; I'm 

doing this already. 
 

1622 
 

10.1% 
 

 

15. Think through how my spending impacts other opportunities and choices. 
 

 N % 

Not likely 575 3.6% 

Somewhat likely 3806 23.7% 

Very likely 9356 58.4% 

No change needed; I'm 

doing this already. 

 

 
2297 

 

 
14.3% 

 
16. Open a savings account. 

 

 N % 

Not likely 406 2.5% 

Somewhat likely 1721 10.7% 

Very likely 7991 49.8% 

No change needed; I'm 

doing this already. 

 

 
5932 

 

 
37.0% 
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 Part #4   

 

 

 N % 

Yes 2312 14.0% 

No 11949 72.2% 

Blank or N/A 2294 13.9% 

 

 N % 

9 0 0.0% 

10 3 0.0% 

11 223 1.3% 

12 728 4.4% 

13 3987 24.1% 

14 6208 37.5% 

15 1892 11.4% 

16 1140 6.9% 

17 1084 6.6% 

18 744 4.5% 

19 65 0.4% 

Blank 474 2.9% 

 

 

 

17. I believe that participating in this program gave me a better idea of what is involved in 

earning, spending, and managing money. 
 

 N % 

Not much 590 3.8% 

A little 3345 21.5% 

A lot 11631 74.7% 
 
 
 

18. I believe that participating in this program will help me in the future. 
 

 N % 

Not much 665 4.2% 

A little 3933 24.7% 

A lot 11299 71.1% 

 

 Demographic Summary   
 

Multi-grade? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24. Age: 

22. Gender: 
 

 N % 

Male 7918 47.8% 

Female 8116 49.0% 

Blank 521 3.1% 

 

25. Grade Level: 
 

 N % 

5 3 0.0% 

6 502 3.0% 

7 1826 11.0% 

8 8431 50.9% 

9 2085 12.6% 

10 988 6.0% 

11 1177 7.1% 

12 1095 6.6% 

No response 448 2.7% 

 

26. Currently involved in 4-H? 
 

 N % 

Yes 1795 10.8% 

No 14018 84.7% 

Blank 742 4.5% 

 



 

 

 
 
FOLLOW-UP ASSESSMENT SUMMARY REPORT 
 

Summary report for: Pickaway County 
Date Range: January 1, 2014 - December 31, 2014 Participant count:  88 participants 

 

No

I'm 
thinking 
about it I plan to Yes 

Does 
not 

apply
No 

answer 
1) I plan to go to college or trade school after high school so that I 
and my future family have a good income. 2 (2.3%) 9 (10.2%) 19 (21.6%) 56 (63.6%) 1 (1.1%) 1 (1.1%) 

2) I started saving money for college or trade school. 24 (27.3%) 6 (6.8%) 17 (19.3%) 41 (46.6%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 
3) I compare prices before buying. 19 (21.6%) 7 (8%) 7 (8%) 51 (58%) 2 (2.3%) 2 (2.3%) 
4) I use a spending plan (a budget) for managing my money. 30 (34.1%) 13 (14.8%) 16 (18.2%) 25 (28.4%) 3 (3.4%) 1 (1.1%) 
5) I have had discussions with my parent(s)/guardian(s) about money. 30 (34.1%) 5 (5.7%) 6 (6.8%) 45 (51.1%) 2 (2.3%) 0 (0%) 
6) I save some of my money for things I might want to buy. 7 (8%) 2 (2.3%) 5 (5.7%) 70 (79.5%) 2 (2.3%) 2 (2.3%) 
7) I opened a savings account. 17 (19.3%) 5 (5.7%) 18 (20.5%) 44 (50%) 3 (3.4%) 1 (1.1%) 
 
Demographic Summary   

 
 Gender  N  % 

Male  48  54.5% 
Female  34  38.6% 
Blank  6  6.8% 

Grade N % 
6 0 0.0% 
7 0 0.0% 
8 82 1.1% 
9 0 35.2% 

10 0 53.4% 
11 0 3.4% 
12 0 0.0% 

No Response 6 6.8% 

Age N % 
10 0 0.0% 
11 0 0.0% 
12 1 1.1%
13 31 35.2% 
14 47 53.4% 
15 3 3.4%
16 0 0.0% 
17 0 0.0% 
17 0 0.0% 
19 0 0.0% 

No Response 6 6.8% 
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FOLLOW-UP ASSESSMENT QUALITATIVE 
SUMMARY REPORT 

 
 

Summary report generated for: Pickaway County 
Date range: January 1, 2014 – December 31, 2014 

 

   

Are you doing anything differently because of Real Money. Real World.?  If yes, 
what? 

• Because of Real Money Real World I'm trying to manage my money better. 
• Because of Real Money Real World, I know I have a better understanding of how much all the utilites 

and other necessities cost.  I now know that many important life decisions affect the standard of how 
you live. 

• I am going to start saving money for college. 
• I am going to start thinking about going to college because in order to have a good future you need to 

get a stable job. 
• I am more concerned about my money that I was before. 
• I am not because my parents have already told me about how to manage my money well. 
• I am really thinking about what I want to do in the trade school. 
• I am saving money. 
• I am starting to realize college is a big part of the real world and I am saving up for it. 
• I am trying to save as much money as I can to pay for college.  I'm trying harder in school to get 

better grades. 
• I can barely even remember what we talked about, so i don't actually know. 
• I don't really buy anything or shop with my own money, so I haven't been able to use anything I've 

learned yet. 
• I have started saving up my money for the things I want and for college. 
• I save my money more often for the things I want to buy. 
• I'm not doing anything differently because of Real Money Real World. 
• I'm not really doing anything different. 
• • No because I already watch what I do with my money and I know life will be hard with money and things. 
• No because I always did the right thing about my money. 
• No I was already doing a lot of those things for my future. 
• No I'm not doing anything different because of real money real world but I do think about my future 

because of it. 
• No not really because I am already planning on going to college. My dad has been saving money for 

my college fund for a while now. 
• No not really. 
• No, because before Real Money Real World.I planned on everything I wanted to do like, job, 

college, etc. 
• No, because honestly my parents and I have already had discussions about money saving and 

college. 
• No, because I don't need to. I already planned my future, my money, my life.  I save money, I work 



 

Attachment C: RMRW Follow-Up Assessment/Qualitative Summary Report: Pickaway County 

hard and put forth effort to get something I want. 
• No, everything that was taught to me I had already known about. But most people in my grade have 

learned a lot of stuff about this. 
• No, I already was good with my money and how I managed it. 
• No, I am not because I think I'm already doing good saving up my future money. 
• No, I am not doing anything differently because of Real Money Real World. 
• No, I am not doing anything differently because of real money real world. 
• No, I am still to young to make money and budget it right. 
• No, I'm not doing anything different. 
• No, I'm not doing anything different. 
• No, I'm not doing anything differently what so ever, I honestly forgot about the Real Money Real World 

Program. 
• No, I'm not. 
• No, I'm still too young to make a decision and know what I want. 
• No, What I did before. 
• No. I am not doing anything different. 
• Nope 
• Not really, I kind of forgot about real money real world. 
• Not really. 
• Nothing Now 
• Now I try to ask for cheaper things rather than expensive so I can save my mom & dad money. I compare 

prices of items I want but I also look at quality. 
• Now I'm much better about making sure I get the best deal. 
• Yes comparing prices. 
• Yes I am comparing prices between gamestop and best buy to see which one saves me the most 

money. 
• Yes, I am keeping better track of my money. 
• Yes, I am keeping my money that I earn instead of spending it all in one place. 
• Yes, I am realizing how much stuff can cost.  I also don't ask my dad to buy me as much stuff that he 

used to. 
• Yes, I am saving and get more money for college. 
• Yes, I am spending money if I need to. 
• Yes, I am starting to put more money into my savings account for college. 
• Yes, I have already thought about what college so I know what classes I need to take.  I have also 

started to save money for college. 
• yes, I plan to work harder, get a job as soon as I can and apply to college early. 
• Yes, I think about my future a lot more. 
• Yes, I'm getting more serious about college and money. 
• Yes, I'm saving for the future. 
• Yes, I'm saving more money and not spending every penny I have for nothing. 
• Yes, I'm saving more money. 
• Yes.  I think more "efficiently" with my money now. 

• 21 students, just said No
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Other thoughts about Real Money. Real World.: 
• Good program for kids that have bad money management skills. 
• I am thankful Real Money Real World came to our school so we could learn these things. 
• I believe that they should keep real money real world and teach students about it every year. 
• I enjoyed doing it. 
• I found it fun and exciting.  I know it will help me in my future. 
• I have no other thoughts about Real Money Real World. 
• I have no thoughts about Real Money Real World. 
• I hope I can get a well paying job that I like. 
• I liked it but you need to keep it up to date every year. 
• I really like it and I like how it showed me how much stuff really costs.  It also showed me how to save 

money and use it on the right stuff. 
• I really like Real Money Real World because it gives you a experience about what real life will be like 

when you get out of high school. 
• I really liked Real Money Real World because it was interesting and fun. 
• I really need the program. It was very interesting. 
• I think we should've learned about this later in high school so we could actually start saving up. 
• I thought it was a good experience. 
• I thought it was a good program but maybe a little too hurried and fast paced.  It doesn't show the entirety 

of economics and factors that effect what you make but it does provide a lot of information for the short 
time we did it. 

• I thought it was a great experience talking about the future. 
• I thought it was interesting. 
• I thought it was really fun. 
• I thought that it was a very good program that taught me a lot about money. 
• I wish that it would've been longer and we would've got to do more act like an adult things. 
• I wish we would of got to do More. 
• It did not teach me much. My parents already taught me that stuff. 
• It helped one realize the importance of education. 
• It helped to understand and what it will be like in the future. 
• It helps in the future. 
• It is a good program to teach kids about real life and money. 
• It is a great way to get kids on track to a great life and to make great choices. 
• It made me think about how much stuff really is. 
• It was a fun experience and I would recommend it to anyone. 
• It was a fun experience. 
• It was a great learning experience. 
• It was an interesting program. i think it should continue at Westfall because most kids don't thnk ahead till 

late high school. 
• It was fun and a great experience. 
• It was fun and made me realize more. 
• It was fun and very informative. 
• It was fun to see how your parents feel. 
• It was life changing. 
• It was really fun, it helps for the future. 
• It was really helpful for what I might have to do in my near future, but because of current economical 

situation throughout the US, I may not have the opportunity to get my dream job, so it has helped me 
make a plan B and C. 

• It's nice to learn about, but you forget about it. 
• No other thoughts about Real Money Real World. 
• This program didn't help me learn anything at all but I would recommend the program to others. 
• This program helped me think about my future. 



 

 

 
 
FOLLOW-UP ASSESSMENT SUMMARY REPORT 
 

Summary report for: Knox County 
Date Range: January 1, 2014 - December 31, 2014 Participant count:  259 participants 

 

No

I'm 
thinking 
about it I plan to Yes 

Does not 
apply 

No 
answer 

1) I plan to go to college or trade school after high school so that I 
and my future family have a good income. 7 (2.7%) 31 (12%) 53 (20.5%) 156 (60.2%) 3 (1.2%) 9 (3.5%) 

2) I started saving money for college or trade school. 58 (22.4%) 26 (10%) 61 (23.6%) 105 (40.5%) 4 (1.5%) 5 (1.9%) 

3) I compare prices before buying. 41 (15.8%) 30 (11.6%) 31 (11.6%) 141 (54.4%) 10 (3.9%) 6 (2.3%) 

4) I use a spending plan (a budget) for managing my money. 72 (27.8%) 33 (12.7%) 49 (18.9%) 93 (35.9%) 7 (2.7%) 5 (1.9%) 

5) I have had discussions with my parent(s)/guardian(s) about 59 (22.8%) 12 (4.6%) 26 (10%) 147 (56.8%) 9 (3.5%) 6 (2.3%) 

6) I save some of my money for things I might want to buy. 13 (5%) 7 (2.7%) 24 (9.3%) 198 (76.4%) 8 (3.1%) 9 (3.5%) 

7) I opened a savings account. 53 (20.5%) 18 (6.9%) 51 (19.7%) 128 (49.4%) 4 (1.5%) 5 (1.9%) 
 
Demographic Summary   

 
 Gender  N  % 

Male  127  49.0% 
Female  128  49.4% 
Blank  4  1.5% 

Grade N % 
6 0 0.0% 
7 0 0.0% 
8 256 98.8% 
9 0 0.0% 

10 0 0.0% 
11 0 0.0% 
12 0 0.0% 

No Response 3 1,2% 

Age N % 
10 0 0.0% 
11 0 0.0% 
12 0 0.0%
13 35 13.5% 
14 193 74.5% 
15 25 9.7%
16 1 0.4% 
17 1 0.4% 
17 0 0.0% 
19 0 0.0% 

No Response 4 1.5% 
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FOLLOW-UP ASSESSMENT QUALITATIVE 
SUMMARY REPORT 

 
 

Summary Report generated for: Knox County 
Date range: January 1, 2014 - December 31, 2014  

 
 

Are you doing anything differently because of Real Money. Real World.?  If yes, 
what? 
 budgeting 
 I already did a lot of similar things before Real Money Real World. 
 I am not buying just anything cause I want it. 
 I am not doing anything different. 
 I am not doing anything differently. 
 I am not. 
 I am not. I think I already spent money and planned for my future wisely. 
 I am planning for my future and my life ahead of me. Thinking about how I will manage my money! 
 I am starting a job this summer as a sub for the concession stand at Hiawatha Pool and I am 

planning on saving half of the money I get every time I work. 
 I am starting to save money for my future. 
 I am thinking about costs for living alone when I'm 18. 
 I do nothing differently. 
 I do take money more serious.  I look at prices and I'm saving more money. 
 I do think about saving money a little more.  The Real Money Real World helped me see what some big 

things cost. 
 I have always done jobs over the summer and winter. 
 I have always saved my money even before Real Money real World. 
 I have been putting more money off in my savings account for college. 
 I have been thinking about money differently.  About how much money goes into certain things, like bills 

and utilities. 
 I have made sure to look on different websites for the best price on items that I want to get. 
 i HAVEN'T YET. 
 I only buy the things I actually need. 
 I put more money in my savings account more often. 
 I save my money for things I want in the future. 
 I save my money. 
 I started saving money in a savings account.  I made an agreement with my dad that I'm not allowed to take 

any money out until I'm 18, I can only put money in.  I currently have $220 saved. 
 I started saving money more wisely. 
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 I think more about how I spend my money, and I also put money into my savings account, which I've had 
for four years. 
 I'm doing everything the same. 
 I'm looking at needs vs. wants. 
 I'm saving more money. 
 I'm saving more money.  I compare prices. 
 I'm saving up my money for when I need it to buy the things I need. 
 I'm starting to save for my apartment. 
 I'm thinking more conservatively with my money and have been more generous. 
 I'm very wise about money that I'm about to spend. 
 In Real Money Real World I learned that money goes fast. So to have a savings account and to make 

sure I spend money wisely (needs first!). 
 It sparked more items of how I will manage my life and I am more aware. 
 Just saving more money. Not spending it when I want to. 
 No because I always had a budget and a plan how to spend the money. 
 No besides sometimes save money. 
 No I am not doing anything differently. 
 No, because I already did ll of the things we did with my money. 
 No, because I have always saved my money and compare prices. 
 No, because I was already doing all the stuff. 
 No, but I do understand more things involving money. 
 No, but my parents have. 
 No, I am not doing anything different. 
 No, I am still sticking to my plan I had before Real Money Real World. 
 No, I didn't start anything different. 
 No, I had already been managing my money in a wise way. 
 No, I have been doing these things before that. I am a wise handler of money. 
 No, I was already doing most of the things we discussed. 
 No, I was already greatly aware of what I need to do economically to be ready for the future. 
 No, I was already planning on saving money and getting a job, etc. 
 no, I'm not doing anything different! 
 No, I'm not doing anything different.  Real Money Real World did not help. 
 no, I'm not doing anything differently. 
 No, I'm still doing the same stuff. 
 No, I've been doing these things before Real Money Real World. 
 No, just keeping my eye out for ripoffs. 
 no, not really.  Everything described on the sheet I had already started before Real Money Real 
 World. Good experience, though! 
 No, not really.  I plan to open a savings account and I am going to go to college. 
 No, not really. I was already doing it. 
 No, real money real World had no effect on me. 
 No. I have discussions with my parents about money "when we have time." I am saving for my truck right 

now. 
 not much, I already knew about saving and how taxes, etc. can be tough. 
 Not really because I already doing most of the things. 
 Not really. I grew up with a budget and the word "no." 
 Not really. I have always been pretty good about money but this was a greaT SIMULATION. 
 Not really. I mean, I save a little but not because of this. 
 Not really. I was already saving money, planning on attending college, and all that stuff. 
 not really.  It was just confusing to me. 
 Not really. Mom is a bank manager. 
 Not really. Not worrying about it until I'm out of school. 
 Now that the Real Money Real World activity took place I know what my mom is doing when she pays 
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bills so sometimes she asks me to help her with something and now I can help her because of the real 
Money Real World project. 
 Planning to save money for college. 
 R.M.R.W. has changed the way I think about spending/saving money. 
 RMRW has helped me see how important it is to budget your money and don't waste it on a bunch of 

things you don't need. 
 Saving 
 Saving money 
 Saving more money. 
 Saving my money. 
 Some, not really! 
 Spend money on stuff I actually need. 
 Spending money carefully 
 Spending money wiser 
 The main influence that the simulation has had on me is that I definitely want to get a job as quickly as 

possible, so that I can save money for the long run. 
 Thinking about saving my money for a car. 
 Twitter 
 Yes 
 Yes, bank account. 
 Yes, because of it I'm starting to save up money and only buy things I need. 
 Yes, before Real Money Real World I didn't even think about saving money, or think about my 

future. 
 Yes, getting a job over the summer and starting to save money. 
 Yes, I am going to save my money instead of spending it all at once. 
 Yes, I am saving more and looking at prices as well. 
 Yes, I am saving more money and watch what I buy. 
 Yes, I am saving my money to get the things I want. 
 Yes, I am spending money better and getting more and better jobs because I realize I can't always have 

the best. 
 Yes, I am splitting the amounts of money I get and putting half in the bank and half for spending. 
 Yes, i am watching how I spend my money, and what I spend it on. 
 Yes, I compare prices more carefully. 
 Yes, I compare prices of things more often. 
 Yes, I compare prices.  When I go to the store I see what's the best deal. 
 Yes, I got a job and started saving for college. 
 Yes, i have a savings account. 
 Yes, I have been saving money for things I might want or need later. 
 Yes, I have been saving more money. 
 Yes, I have opened my own bank account and I've been saving money not spending it. 
 Yes, I have started a savings account. 
 Yes, I have started saving my money instead of spending it right away. 
 Yes, I manage my money a lot better. 
 Yes, I now think more carefully about what I spend my money on. 
 Yes, I save my money for the things I need. 
 Yes, I spend my money more wisely and save it for future use. 
 yes, I use my money more carefully now. 
 Yes, I want to buy a house. 
 Yes, I'm saving money for something I want. 
 Yes, I'm saving money until I find a good deal on something. 
 Yes, I'm saving money. 
 Yes, I'm saving more for later uses. 
 Yes, I'm saving more money. 
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 Yes, I'm saving my money better than just spending, and I know that lots of things cost a lot of 
money. 
 Yes, I'm saving up my money more. 
 Yes, I'm thinking about the future when I buy things instead of just buying them. 
 Yes, I've been comparing prices and qualities of the items I want to buy. 
 Yes, I've started saving money. 
 Yes, I've started to save my money. 
 Yes, keeping track of my money. 
 Yes, saving money for college and a car. 
 Yes, saving money. 
 Yes, saving money. 
 Yes, saving my money and planning out how much will be spent for what item. 
 Yes, saving my money for things I want in the future. 
 Yes, sometimes I compare prices before I buy stuff. 
 Yes, trying to save money to save things. 
 Yes, watching how I spend my money. 
 Yes. I spend my money wisely. 
 Yes. Save my money. 
 You have to know what you have to get ready for growing up. 

 
 103 participants answered No to this question. 
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Other thoughts about Real Money. Real World. 
 Awesome. I want to do it again. 
 Boring 
 Didn't go 
 Fun, fun time. 
 Good educational program 
 Good experience with real-life expenses and income. 
 Good eye-opener to how hard it is out in the real world when you're an adult. 
 Great and fun. 
 Great way to start planning on the future. 
 Helps you know how much everything costs. 
 I don't have any. 
 I don't have any. 
 I don't know if I have a savings account. 
 I don't really know much about it. 
 I felt for some people this was a very good opportunity. 
 I find that it is good to reflect on your previous actions and Real Money. Real World. helps with that. 
 I have lots of experience with money because I help my mom with money. 
 I have none. 
 I think this is a good thing for teens to do. 
 I just think that it was fun to do Real Money Real World. 
 I learned how to deal with money better. 
 I liked how it shows how much money you have left after spending it. 
 I liked it, it really gave an outlook on adult life and how tough it can be. 
 I liked the program. It made me realize now how much school is important because I need school to get a 

good job and I will need money because life is expensive. 
 I plan to do this when I will be an adult because I want to save money and not spending too much 

money. 
 I really have no thoughts, other than I'm going to save money before I have kids. 
 I really liked it and it showed me how 
 I think it is a great way to show kids how many expenses there are in the world. 
 I think it is good for someone that doesn't have a plan, but I do so it doesn't really work for me. 
 I think it makes people think about their future. 
 I think it opened a lot of eyes to spend/save money. 
 I think it really shows the students what money problems their parents might have. 
 I think it was a good eye opening experience. 
 I think it was helpful to show the cost of living in the real world. 
 I think it was kind of pointless.  I was just confused. 
 I think it will honestly help many students. 
 I think it's a go0od idea to teach young adults how the real world is when you're older. 
 I think it's a good way to get teens to know what to do to plan ahead. 
 I think it's a really good program. 
 I think that it is a good program to teach teens and kids about money. 
 I think that it's a really good experience for teens to see what life will really be like. 
 I think that this really helped me. 
 I thought it helped and did a lot. 
 I thought it was cool to see how much the different things were. 
 I thought it was fun and taught us a lot about how to spend your money wisely. 
 I thought it was interesting to see what life is really like when you have to pay taxes. 
 I thought it was very fun and loved the experience! It was a good insight to spending money 

properly. 
 I thought it was very informational and fun It helped me realize some things. 
 I want to buy a puppy. 
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 I want to pay to go to the hotel. 
 It can help a lot of people. 
 It could help people. 
 It could really help someone in life. 
 It didn't affect me. 
 It helped (or should have) a lot of people. 
 It helped by showing us how to save and spend money. 
 It helped me after I did it for a short time. 
 It helped me learn a lot about how money is used. 
 It helped me realize that I need to save up money and I need to watch how I spend my money. 
 It helped me realize that I need to start saving money for the future. 
 It helped me realize the real world is different. 
 It helped me see what it's like being an adult. 
 It helped me to understand what kind of stuff my parents do. 
 It is a good program. 
 It is a good way to inform people on what they need to do in the future with their financials. 
 It is good so kids know what to do with their money. 
 It is good. 
 It made me aware of life after school. 
 It made me realize/think about how much money is really spent and how much it matters. 
 It mainly for when you are an adult. 
 It makes me realize how important it is to have a reasonable budget. 
 It might help for my future. 
 It really made me look at life completely differently. 
 It really made you think about what we have to get ready for. 
 It really opened my eyes. 
 It really shows you how having a budget helps. 
 It showed me what all your money is going towards. 
 It sounds interesting. 
 It taught me how to save money and to use it wisely. 
 It taught me the importance of spending wisely. 
 It very helpful. 
 It was a cool experience to see what it would be like to have a job and a family. 
 It was a fun experience that taught me many new things. 
 It was a fun simulation and it helped me to know what happens in the real world. 
 It was a good educational program. 
 It was a good experience. 
 It was a good experience. 
 It was a good learning experience and gave us a chance to feel what it's like being an adult. 
 It was a good lesson. 
 It was a good thing to do at school. I learned how important budgeting is. 
 It was a good way to learn money management. 
 It was a good, fun and educational activity. 
 It was a great exercise, but I don't think I going to do anything I did in Real Money Real World. 
 It was a great experience and taught me a lot. 
 It was a great experience that helped me manage my money better. 
 It was a great experience. 
 It was a great simulation that gave me a whole new perspective on money. 
 It was a little confusing until I got the hang of it after awhile. 
 It was an interesting way to show how to spend your money. 
 It was complicated. 
 It was frustrating. 
 It was fun and enjoyable, but I feel like it simplified day to day spending choices a lot.  I think what a lot of 
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people struggle with today is not setting a budget, but maintaining it. 
 It was fun and I enjoyed it. 
 It was fun and taught me a lot. 
 It was fun to experience adult life but I'd rather use use money for shoes. 
 It was fun to experience adult life but sucked to have no money (I'd rather spend money on shoes). 
 It was fun. 
 It was fun. 
 It was good because it showed us how we could use money now and in the future. 
 It was good to actually have a job and information of the life you were given instead of just trying to 

imagine it. 
 It was interesting. 
 It was neat to see how expensive things are. 
 It was really fun. 
 It was shocking how much things was. 
 It was very boring. 
 It's a good interactive way to teach kids about money. 
 It's a good program, I like more real world type of learning activities. 
 It's a good program. 
 It's a good way to learn how to save money. 
 It's a really good idea. I know a few people who don't know much about money, and the simulation was a 

very rude awakening for them. 
 Makes you think about your future. 
 Meh 
 My parents 
 None. I don't even know what "Real money. Real World " is. 
 Nothing in particular.  it's a fun way to prepare students for their future. 
 Other people thought it was a lot like real life. 
 rEAL mONEY rEAL wORLD IS A GOOD AND FUN PROGRAM. 
 Some kids are better off than others. 
 This simulation makes people think about financial necessities and things that are just wanted. 
 To save up money 
 Um, it was an amazing thing. 
 Very good program 
 We need more time. 
 We should do it again when we get older. 
 Yes, I thought that the real money real world was helpful, because it teaches you more about life. It gives 

you experience what life is about. 
 
 80 participants answered No to this question. 
 
 

 


